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Obstetrical (OB) Ultrasound 
Authorization Process
Effective 03/01/2019
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 Overview of Horizon NJ Health’s 
obstetrical ultrasound services 
procedure changes

 Review appropriate obstetrical
codes needed for claims
submission

Objectives
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 Ultrasound General Procedures
 Medical Necessity
 Handbook and Resources

Presentation Topics
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Medical Necessity

 Horizon NJ Health 
reimburses for services 
deemed medically 
necessary.

 Our goal is to ensure 
appropriate utilization 
of services.
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Routine Ultrasound Covered under the GEMS Authorizations

 GEMS 1 Authorization:
• Covers prenatal care visits, postpartum visit

 GEMS 2 Authorization: 
• Up to 3 routine OB Ultrasounds

 GEMS 3 Authorization:
• Up to 10 high risk pregnancy OB Ultrasounds

 If more OB Ultrasounds are required, precertification will be 
required

*GEMS-Getting Early Maternity Services
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Indications for Routine Ultrasound

CPT Code US Description Covered by GEMS Authorization

76801 OB Ultrasound < 14 weeks single fetus GEMS2

76802 OB Ultrasound < 14 weeks additional fetus GEMS2

76813 OB Ultrasound nuchal measurement 1 
gestation GEMS2

76814 OB Ultrasound nuchal measurement add-on GEMS2

76805 OB Ultrasound ≥ 14 weeks single fetus GEMS2

76810 OB Ultrasound ≥ 14 weeks additional fetus GEMS2

76817 Transvaginal Ultrasound Obstetrical GEMS2 
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GEMS1 GEMS2 GEM3
59000

76801 76801 76801
76802 76802 76802
76805 76805 76805
76810 76810 76810
76811 76811
76812 76812
76813 76813 76813
76814 76814 76814
76815 76815
76816 76816
76817 76817 76817
76818 76818
76819 76819
76820 76820
76821 76821
76825 76825
76826 76826
76827 76827
76828 76828
76946 76946
93325 93325

GEMS OB Ultrasound Codes for Professional/Physician 
Claims Reimbursement
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GEMS OB Ultrasound codes Facility Claims Reimbursement

GEMS1 GEMS2 GEM3
59000

76801 76801
76802 76802
76805 76805
76810 76810

76811
76812

76813 76813
76814 76814

76815
76816

76817 76817
76818
76819
76820
76821
76825
76826
76827
76828
76946
93325
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Sample GEMS Authorization Letter
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Ultrasound Key Points

 Submit appropriate medical 
documentation to support a 
diagnosis for a high risk pregnancy

 Even if the patient has been 
referred by another provider, obtain 
the necessary medical 
documentation 
to support the billing claim 

 Appropriate CPT® codes must be 
submitted for diagnoses given 



horizonNJhealth.com

11

Resources

 Additional References
• horizonNJhealth.com – Choose the Providers tab, then select 

Resources
• Navinet.net
• Horizon NJ Health Provider Administrative Manual

Section 13.16 - Prenatal Program – Mom’s GEMS

 Contact Information
• Provider Services: 1-800-682-9091
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